
R
A

IS
IN

G
 S

TA
N

D
A

R
D

S
 T

H
R

O
U

G
H

O
U

T
 T

H
E

 C
R

IC
K

E
TIN

G
 W

O
RLD

1stEdition
International Institute of Cricket Umpiring and Scoring

IICUS London and Sydney

TUTORS
SUPPLEMENT

IICUS BTEC
Cricket Umpiring
Unit C1 - Governing the Game

All communications should be addressed to International Institute of 
Cricket Umpiring and Scoring, 8th Floor, Tolworth Tower, Ewell Road, 

Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7EL, United Kingdom: www.umpires.tv

Published by IICUS 2008 London

© IICUS 2008

All rights reserved

Th is is protected by international copyright

ISBN 978-1-906766-01-6

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, 

mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without permission of IICUS

Printed by PMW Limited • (01403) 783400 • www.pmwcom.co.uk

Published by IICUS London and Sydney

© IICUS  2008       2

Unit C1 – Governing the Game
IICUS BTEC

Tutors’ Supplement

INTRODUCTION 

Th is manual is not intended to be a comprehensive statement of everything that must be taught. It is 
not written for the inexperienced tutor in an attempt to improve the standard. We have taken care in the 
appointment of tutors to ensure that there is no need, as it were, to start from scratch. Th e manual gives 
guidance on the IICUS approach to certain aspects of the Laws and their application. It’s purpose is to en-
sure consistency of training wherever the course is delivered. Without that consistency we could lose the 
hard-won recognition of the course as suitable for the awarding of a nationally recognised qualifi cation.

It is IICUS policy to use only such teaching material as can be used with complete confi dence. We must 
be certain that, not only is it correct according to the Laws of Cricket, but that it can be demonstrated to 
be correct. For that reason we use the following documents:

• MCC Laws of Cricket 2000 Code 2nd Edition – 2003

• MCC Open Learning Manual (OLM)

• IICUS MCC Umpire Technique Manual (UTM)

• MCC Website – answers to questions

Th e OLM and UTM are supplied on CD ROM. Th e UTM was written originally by Darrell Hair for 
the NSWCUSA who hold the copyright. We thank MCC and NSWCUSA for their help in making this 
material available to us in such a readily accessible format. Th is is also a suitable time to express the debt 
we owe to the late Tony Bastable. Without his eff orts you would not be reading this now. He worked 
tirelessly to bring IICUS into being, did an immense amount of work in all parts of the organisation and 
created our motto,

NO MASTER BUT THE LAWS.

You should compare the material here with that in the Open Learning Manual and with the Learner’s 
Handbook when preparing your own notes for the lessons that you will give.

Unless you receive an offi  cial, written instruction to do otherwise, you are required to ensure that your 
instruction contains the matters raised here and is consistent with the views expressed here.

It is the nature of all books and manuals that deal with rules and their interpretation that there will be 
errors. Each of the writers of this and other IICUS material confi dently blames the others for such faults 
and apologises to you on their behalf.

GENERAL COMMENTS

It is unlikely that these comments will suffi  ce for very long. You can expect that a need for further 
comments will arise. Unless specifi cally stated, no comment is more important than another and no later 
comment should confl ict with an earlier one.
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The appendices at the back of this booklet also contain material that we will be using in Unit 3; 

Learning outcomes Assessment criteria for pass

To achieve each outcome a learner must demonstrate the 
ability to:

1  Understand the value 
of self-management

a)  Understand and apply the principles of self-management 
and personal and professional development in the role 
of the umpire.

b)  Describe the responsibility of the umpire to apply the 
rules of cricket law and playing condition.

c) Explain how the welfare of players is achieved.
d)  Describe the pre-match preparation process and explain 

the benefi ts of planning.
e)  Discuss and implement a personal development plan to 

maintain and update skills and knowledge.

2  Understand and apply people man-
agement skills through effective 
communication and confl ict

a) Understand the principles of effective communication.
b) Explain the barriers to communication.
c)  Explore a range of communication techniques and assess 

how they benefi t the role of the umpire
d)  Describe a range of potential confl ict and explain meth-

ods of confl ict resolution

3  Understand and apply health and 
safety and risk management pro-
cesses within the umpire’s span of 
responsibility

a)  Describe the duty of care of umpires to maintain the 
safety and wellbeing of all

b)  Identify and develop a risk management process to cover 
all the appropriate responsibilities of the umpire

c)  Apply the principles of health and safety legislation and 
cricket law

Unit C2 – Managing the Game
IICUS BTEC

Learner’s Assessment Book
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IICUS

Umpiring Technique

If the batsman plays the ball to other parts of the fi eld, the focus broadens to take in the fi elder and batsmen as necessary.

In the event of a potential run out, the focus will quickly narrow again from the fi elder and the batsman running to the crease, 
the ball hitting the wicket or being taken by the wicket-keeper or a fi elder and the position of the batsman in relation to the 
popping crease.

If the ball hits the pads, the focus must be on recall and evaluation of all 5 components of LBW to decide the outcome of the 
inevitable appeal and then, if appropriate, quickly broaden to take in the fi elders and the batsmen in the event of Leg byes.  
As soon as the ball is dead, the umpires should take the opportunity to relax, both physically and mentally.  Th is routine is 
repeated for every ball throughout the match. To develop a successful routine takes practice, patience and persistence.  In 
summary, the routine is as follows:

 • As a passage of play commences, a wide fi eld of observation with broad range of focus.

 •  As the bowler moves in, observation and focus narrows progressively to the position of the bowler’s feet at the point 
of delivery.

 •  After the bowler releases the ball, focus remains on the ball in fl ight or letting the ball come into your line of 
vision.

 •  After the batsman plays the ball, focus either remains on the ball or, if appropriate, broadens to take in the fi elders 
as well as the batsmen.

 •  If a run out is on, focus progressively narrows to the batting crease, the putting down of the wicket and the position 
of the batsman.

 • When the ball becomes dead, broaden focus totally and relax, relax and relax.

Th e ability to concentrate can be acquired through the development of a set routine by practising the routine at local club 
training sessions, and then consistently implementing it under match conditions and monitoring and evaluating how well it 
is done on a continuous basis.

Broad

FOCUS
RANGE

Narrow

Ball
Dead
Relax

Play 
Begins

Ball
Delivered
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Out
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Run 
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INTRODUCTION – WHAT IS GOOD TECHNIQUE?

Th is manual gives advice on the art of umpiring – how the umpire should handle himself and others in dealing with the 
multitude of varying situations which can arise during a cricket match.

Th is advice is based on collective experience gathered from International umpires over many years of their offi  ciating. Th e 
IICUS feels that this manual will provide umpires with the essential skills for offi  ciating at all levels of the game.

Good technique is the ability to cope with all aspects of the game.  On the fi eld of play knowledge of the Laws, their intentions 
and interpretations must be applied to ever changing situations.  Unfortunately in the current world it is common place to 
question authority and cricket umpiring has not escaped this aspect of society. A decision made during the fi rst session of play 
may not evoke the same emotional response from either the player or umpire as one made late in the day when the match is in 
the balance.  Th eoretical knowledge is one thing but being able to make reasoned and consistent decisions from split second 
actions when under pressure is quite another.  Th ere are many aspects which go towards attaining good technique including:

 • Preparation

 • Working as a team

 • Focus and concentration

 • Dealing with captains and players

 • Self assessment

 • Coping with pressure

 • Earning respect

Th is manual has been introduced as part of a Training & Development Module to assist umpires in carrying out their duties 
in a more consistent and competent manner.  Some of the suggestions as written may not suit each individual umpire but can 
be refi ned to suit your nature and style and should not be rejected outright.  It is recommended that if you require clarifi cation 
of these techniques you should discuss them with the IICUS Laws Advisory Team - info@umpires.tv - your local IICUS-
accredited Course Tutor, your local Development Offi  cer, a member of your local Training Committee, or your Umpiring 
Association

Darrell Hair
International Umpire 
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